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Welcome Parents!

 What is phonics?

 Key definitions

 Phonemes

 Early Reading at Chilton

 How to help children at home



What is Phonics?

 Phonics is the link between letters and the sounds they make.

 Although there are 26 letters in the English alphabet, there are 44 sounds.

 There are 250 ways that these 44 sounds can be written.

 We use phonics to help with our reading and spelling.



Key definitions

 Phoneme- sounds that letters make.

 Grapheme- letters that make up the sound.

 Blending- saying individual sounds which merge together to create a word.

 Segmenting- breaking down the word into their individual sounds.

 Digraph- two letters that make one sound e.g oy

 Trigraph- three letters that make one sound e.g. igh

 Split digraph- two letters that make one sound but have a letter in between 

them e.g a-e, e-e, i-e, o-e, u-e

cake, theme, time, rope, mute



Phonemes
 Phase 1 – children develop before school and during phase 2 teaching. 

1. General sound discrimination – environmental sounds. 2. General sound discrimination –

instrumental sounds. 3. General sound discrimination – body percussion. 4. Rhythm and rhyme. 

5. Alliteration. 6. Voice sounds. 7. Oral blending and segmenting. 

 Phase 2- Focus at the start of Reception

 Understanding blending and segmenting are reversible processes. Using for reading, and 
segmenting for spelling, children soon read and spell simple VC and CVC words, such as ‘at’, 
‘sat’ and ‘pat’. Learning most single letter graphemes – a, b, c, d, s, etc

 Phase 3 - Focus for middle of Reception.

 Learning the most common 2 and 3 letter graphemes: ear (hear) , air (fair), ure (pure), er 
(hammer), ar (car), or (torn), ur (turn), ow (cow), oi (coin), ai (train), ee (sheep), igh (night), oa
(boat), oo (boot/look) 



 Phase 4 

 No new phonemes or graphemes are introduced in this phase. Children consolidate their 

knowledge of graphemes in reading and spelling words containing adjacent consonants 

(e.g. went: w-e-n-t) and polysyllabic words (words with more than one syllable). 

 Phase 5 – Focus for Year 1.

 During Phase 5 they will start to learn that some spellings have alternative 

pronunciations, e.g. ‘cow’, ‘blow’, and some sounds have alternative spellings, e.g. 

‘jump’, ‘hedge’.  

 Examples: ph (photo)  o-e (home)  au (Paul)  ou (out) 



 Phase 6 – Focus for Year 2 children.

 During this phase children become fluent readers and increasingly accurate spellers. 

To become successful readers, children must understand what they read. They need 

to learn a range of comprehension strategies and should be encouraged to reflect 

upon what their learning.  

 Example – children will learn about prefixes, e.g. ‘return’ and suffixes, e.g. ‘sitting







Blending

Pure sounds- pronunciation of each letter clearly without adding additional 

sounds to the end.

Schwa- sound added to end of pronunciation. 





Let’s try.

 s

 t

ck

ch

ure

p



Early Reading at Chilton. 

 From Reception to Year 2, we have introduced our new phonics scheme,  

‘Rocket Phonics’. 

 The Department for Education encouraged and supported schools to choose a 

phonics program that was DfE verified and approved.

 It is a clear and consistent approach to phonics that helps to promote a love 

of reading, diversity and introduces children to a range of new vocabulary. 



Phonics lessons.
 From EYFS to Year 2, we have a 30 minute, daily phonics lesson.

 In Year 1 our lessons are split into day 1 and 3 which are blending practice 

and introduction of new sounds, day 2 and 4 and day 5. 



 Segmenting practice.

Day 2 and 4.



Day 5- Common 

exception word 

practice.



Year 2
 Introducing and recapping alternative sounds on days 1-4 or Y2 spelling 

patterns throughout the week.





Fridays- Handwriting.
 Joined handwriting is taught and used in Year 2.



Rocket Phonics books. 

 Children are given a reading book, known as the ‘Reading Planet’ books, for their individual reading. 

 This book is matched to the child and their letter-sounds recognition. Before children move onto the 
next banded colour, teachers will use the front cover of the new band to assess if the child knows 
each of the sounds that can be found in the book. 

 At Chilton, we believe that reading is a skill to be mastered. If your child has finished reading their 
Reading Planet book, we encourage them to reread it for different purposes. The first time children 
read a book it is important to discuss predictions and what they think might happen in the text. 
Children will spend time sounding out and blending the words on the page. 

 The next time they read the book is for clarity and fluency. During this time, children may find it 
helpful to discuss the events in the story, how characters are feeling and any new and interesting 
vocabulary. 

 Once the child has a good understanding of the book and has become fluent in reading the words, 
allowing children to experiment with expression is part of what we believe makes a good reader.  



How to help at home.

 Reading to and with your child.

 Lots of discussions about vocabulary and how they think the 

character is feeling. 

 Using the pure sounds to support your child in their reading.

 When talking or given instructions, give children words to blend. “Put 

your c oa t on.” or “Get ready to  c r o ss the road.”

 Support with common exception words that cannot be decoded.



Any questions?

 Don’t forget, you can always email the class email if you 

have any questions or things you’d like to check.


