
 
 

Reading at Chilton Primary School 
 
At Chilton Primary School, we are passionate about ensuring that all children become confident and 
enthusiastic readers and writers. We see phonics as the foundation of learning to become fluent readers 
and writers. We use a Systematic Synthetic Phonics programme called ‘Rocket Phonics’. Through this 
programme, children are introduced to two new letter-sounds a week as well as separate blending and 
segmenting sessions. These sessions allow for in-depth practice of reading (blending) and support for 
spelling (segmenting). These skills are fundamental to ensure that children at Chilton access the rest of the 
curriculum, as well as building on their self-esteem. 
 
How is reading taught at Chilton? 

Phonics at Chilton begins in Nursery. Nursery work on Phase One phonics, which concentrates on 
developing their speaking and listening skills and lays the foundations for the phonic work which starts in 
Phase 2.  

In Reception and Year 1, children at Chilton will have daily, discrete phonics sessions. These sessions follow 
the same structure throughout and are taught as whole class. Each phonics session will begin with a revisit 
and review of previously taught sounds.  

Day 1 and 3 are blending focus days. On these days, children are introduced to new sounds using Rocket 
Phonics’ Big Books. Children will practice this sound using the Big Book as a class and their Pupil Practice 
Booklet independently.  

On Day 2 and 4, children will practice their segmenting. Children will use techniques such as air writing to 
practice previously taught letter-sound correspondences. During these sessions, children will be taught 
letter formation and segmenting for spelling. Children will then use the Pupil Practice Book to apply their 
knowledge of segmenting and letter formation.  

Day 5 can be used in a variety of ways based on teachers’ assessment. It is recommended that on Day 5, 
children practice their common exception words. Sometimes, Day 5 can be used to consolidate knowledge 
of segmenting and blending the new sounds to ensure that children are secure in their new knowledge. 
This can also be used as an assessment day to check on children’s progress. 



 
 
The sounds that children are introduced to in Reception are as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The sounds that children are introduced to in Year 1 are as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In order to apply their new skills, each phase of sounds has a fully-decodable Target Practice reading book. 
These books are used in class to support shared and guided reading sessions. Children in Reception and 
Year 1 will share this book with a partner during whole class reading. The teacher guides the class through 
the book using a combination of choral reading, modelled reading and thought processes and discussion.  

In addition to this, children will be given a reading book, known as the ‘Reading Planet’ books, for their 
individual reading. This book is matched to the child and their letter-sounds recognition. In order to match 
these books to the child, children at Chilton will complete a phonics baseline assessment to assess the 
sounds that they are familiar with. This assessment allows teachers to ensure that the Reading Planet book 
matches each individual child. Before children move onto the next banded colour book, teachers will use 
the child’s individual assessment page to assess that the child knows all of the sounds that will be found in 



 
 
the next book.  Children may also come home with an enrichment reader. The enrichment readers are 
clearly marked with a sticker. These books are not fully decodable. Therefore, it is expected that children 
may need support with reading some of the words in these books. 

At Chilton, we believe that reading is a skill to be mastered. If your child has finished reading their Reading 
Planet book, we encourage them to reread it for different purposes. The first-time children read a book it is 
important to discuss predictions and what they think might happen in the text. Children will spend time 
sounding out and blending the words on the page. The next time they read the book is for clarity and 
fluency. During this time, children may find it helpful to discuss the events in the story, how characters are 
feeling and any new and interesting vocabulary. Once the child has a good understanding of the book and 
has become fluent in reading the words, allowing children to experiment with expression is part of what 
we believe makes a good reader.   
 
Rocket Phonics is taught using a whole-class mastery style with an emphasis on ensuring that ‘no child is 
left behind’. We understand that some children may be working at different levels to the phonics 
programme. In order to support these children, it is important for them to be on an appropriate, individual 
reader which they read daily in school and at home. In addition to this, children working below the phase 
of the class will take part in daily, speed phonics sessions with a trained Teaching Assistant. 
 


